The Norway study: plasma concentrations, efficacy, and adverse events.
In the Norwegian comparative trials of piroxicam and naproxen in osteoarthritis, conducted by Husby and co-workers and Rugstad et al, relationships between plasma drug concentrations and the following were examined: efficacy in patients with osteoarthritis; all adverse reactions; and serious adverse events, which included gastrointestinal ulceration or bleeding and congestive heart failure. Increased plasma concentrations were correlated with age and female sex, but efficacy, overall side effects, and serious adverse events were not correlated with increasing plasma levels.